[The occurrence of Chlamydia psittaci infections in raptors from wildlife preserves].
152 free-living raptors found in the area around Munich, Germany, were investigated for possible Chlamydia psittaci infections. Chlamydia psittaci was detected in 13.2% of these birds of prey (Strigiformes, Falconiformes and Accipitriformes) by examination of cloacal swabs with an antigen ELISA (IDEIA Chlamydia test kit). Chlamydia psittaci antibodies could be demonstrated in 85.1% of 121 birds by a Chlamydia antibody ELISA (Chlamydia-psittaci-AK-EIA). 29.7% of the samples investigated were positive, 55.4% showed strong positive reactions. The birds showed neither clinical nor pathological signs of chlamydial infections. The specificity and sensitivity of the Chlamydia antibody ELISA, as determined using positive sera and epidemiological criteria are discussed. Antigen ELISA and the cell culture method showed a consistency of 94%. The results and their consequences for diagnostic procedures and state regulations are discussed.